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Are the Unevangelized Going to Hell?

Why

should anyone go to Hell? Firgt the sin of Adam, the head of the human race (Genesis
3), has been judicialy laid at the feet of al his offspring. Romans 5:12 says “ Therefore,
just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way
death came to al men, because al sinned” (NIV). How that sin is transmitted is de-
bated, physicaly or judicialy. Although human genetic structure was probably atered
in some way--the Bible says that we are al guilty with Adam’s guilt, even coming out
of the womb (Psalm 51:5), which is the judgment of God. A Barna survey found that
74% of Americans rgject the idea that they come into the world as sinners (“Americans
Draw Theological Beliefs From Diverse Points of View,” 10/8/02, Barna Research Onling).

Second, each of us sinsindividually. All have sinned and fallen short of God's stan-
dards (Romans 3:23), and broken God' s law by sins of commission and omission. The
Second Commandment is to love our neighbor as our self (Luke 10:27). The moment |
try to selfishly use my neighbor, | break God's command--a sin of commission. The
Great Commandment isto love God with al our heart, soul, mind and strength (Luke
10:27). One day we're going to love something more than God, or love will grow cold,
if we haven't otherwise fractured the Great Commandment by 6 PM. Then we sin by
omission—not doing what we should do (possibly John Gerstner used these examples).

Actually, nobody deserves to go to heaven (“the paradise of God” [Revelation 2:7] or
the New Jerusalem described in Rev.21). The reason is God' s decision to punish sin,
generically, not only with physical death (Genesis 3:3,19—the first death), but with the
second death, described as the “lake of burning sulfur,” (Rev. 20:10), “eternd fire,”
“raging fire” (Heb. 10: 27), darkness (Jude 7,13) and “torment” (Luke 16:23). Hell is
an expression of God'sjustice. We don’t have another chance: “Man is destined to die
once, and after that to face judgment...” (Heb. 9:27). Once there, one cannot migrate to
heaven (Luke 16:26).

There is no reincarnation, or laborious life-long opportunity to improve upon the last
earthly pilgrimage, until at last we' re released (moksha) into the godhead, as Hinduism
and Buddhism teach. Why? Heb. 10:28 explains, “ So Christ was sacrificed once to take
away the sins of many people; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to
bring salvation to those who are waiting for him.” Salvation history isn't cyclica, as
reincarnation teaches, but linear, culminating with the Christian spending eternity with
Christ, and non-Christians having their desire (many of them) to be away from Christ
eternally. There is one sacrifice for sin, one judgment, one chance. Life is a one-way
trip. We do not have to personally atone for sins by doing better, even if it were possi-
ble for a good deed to totaly negate a bad deed (half of US adults believe we can be
saved by good deeds--Barna 10/8/02). A Christian trusts the one sacrifice of the sinless
(Continued on page 2)
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Chrigt for al persona sin--past, present and future. Christ paid for that sin,

which merit we receive by trusting the person of Christ for our salvation. BRI < website. We are

starting a new African American support
missions agency. We are presently

The Bible teaches that we are saved by faith alone, plus nothing, since Christ’s involved with churches in Nigeria,
atoning death was completely sufficient to cover and satisfy the justice of God. Rwanda, Nepal and India. Thissite

“If you confess with you mouth that Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart that §f Provided alot of information that we

God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.” (Rom. 10:9). Period. BRI = o find. Thank you so

, h.
“Everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord will be saved.” (Rom. 10:13). i
Lashelle D. Hill
God generdly uses human means to communicate this message of salvation. New Life Global Ministries

“How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? ...And how can
they hear without someone preaching to them?’ (Rom. 10:14a, 1538). God does
use dreams and visions to convict the logt, if the testimony of many is believed. Of course, evangelists use technologies.

Many of those evangelized reject Chrigt, trusting some other scheme to compensate for obvious or subtle personal sin.
Some try doing “good” (this“good” is like afilthy rag, Isaiah 64:6). Others minimize sin or deny that thereis a god to
whom we will give account. Or they suppress thoughts of God. Those who do reject Jesus will not spend eternity in
heaven (John 3:36; 12:48). We can't get there by other religions or sincerity. Jesus made the way narrow when He said
that none come to the Father apart from Him (John 14:6).

Chrigtians who are orthodox agree up to this point. An estimated 13.2 million unevangelized people die each year
(Barrett and Johnson. 2001. World Christian Trends AD 30-AD 2200. p. 59). These will have had no clear explanation of
God's offer of savation through faith in Christ. What happens to them?

The weight of scripture puts them on the way to perdition. Why? Firdt, nature has aready witnessed to them about God.
The apostle Paul said that the godless and wicked suppress evidence of God's “eternal power and divine nature” in crea
tion (Rom. 1:20). They see brown earth and blue sky—not Creation. All of us without Christ are “godless’ and our sin
makes us “wicked” before God. We can, to a certain extent, know God through His creation (Rom. 1:21). So every un-
believer, not just the really wicked, sins against the knowledge of God found in nature—and is self-condemned. “Men
are without excuse” (Rom. 1:20).

Second, we violate our own mora standards, regardliess of how simple. These standards are exposed whenever we judge
someon€e’ s conduct. Eventually, if not before morning, we will judge someone’s conduct. At that precise point we con-
demn our sdlf, since we commit that same sin precisaly or in kind (Rom. 2:1). Y ou judge a thief—you will steal or

covet sometime. Y ou lament a murderer, yet you have hated someone--the mora equivalent (1 John 3:15). We condemn
ourselves, regardless of ever seeing a missionary. God uses our own standards by which to judge us. The verdict: “Y ou,
therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgment on someone else...” (Rom. 2:1).

A prominent evangelical African American teacher is now saying that if someone doesn’t explicitly reject Jesus (such
as aMudlim would have to do), God will judge them by another “dispensation” and that, without ever hearing of Christ,
they will be saved. The reasoning is that if a person is seeking God, God is obligated to enable that person to find Him,
since he who seeks, finds (Luke 11:10). Two problems arise. | get worried when | hear people teach that if you do “A,”
God is“obligated” to do “B.” Thisisthe line we hear about tithing. We cannot obligate God to do anything (see Rom.
11:35-36). Animism is about obligating the unseen world to do our bidding. God is too smart for us.

Second, God says that “ There is no one who seeks God.” (Rom. 3:11).” If someone is found seeking God, it is because
the Father is drawing that person to Christ (John 6:44), not because that person is seeking God all by herself. | believe
in that case that God will somehow complete the good work begun (Phil. 1:6). There is no quicker way to anesthetize
missions than to teach that people will go to heaven apart from persona faith in Christ.

Another entire layer upon thisissue is predestination. “ Therefore God has mercy on whom he wants to have mercy, and
he hardens whom he wants to harden.” (Rom. 9:18). | believe predestination is part of the equation, but the God who
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elects (Rom. 9) is the same God who shows us that He uses human LTy i FLB o
means--missionaries (Rom. 10). Workers are still needed to evangel- ;'j ‘Sinagari’ Chinese "
ize those “being saved” (Acts 2:47). L~ > 5 GOl CHINA
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“UNTOUCHABLE”
LEADERS
OCTOBER 2004 —
INTERESTED?
CONTACT US

Jesus, confronting this human harvest, told us to pray to God to thrust out laborers
into the harvest field (Luke 10:2). If the unevangelized can be saved apart from
Christ, as some otherwise orthodox Christian leaders and scholars tell us—Christ died
needlesdly. If the unevangelized could till reach heaven, D. James Kennedy face-
tioudly suggests quickly bringing every missionary home, so none could hear, and all
could be saved—the opposite of Jesus' solution. It then becomes the responsibility of
the Church to finance those the Father is sending, in a manner worthy of God (3 John 1:6). Are we doing personaly and
corporately what God wants us to do to evangelize as many as we can on the broad road to destruction (Matt. 7:13-14)7?
Indignation at the thought that the unevangelized will suffer hell is, | believe, higher morality than God's, who plainly
tells of their destination—the profoundest human tragedy, and reason to go.
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We're grateful for a great time of
reconnecting with friends in the
near northeast.

God is showing us His omnipo-

Prayer and
Praise

tence for good after some-
one burglarized us while at
church, April 14. Our church
is covering most or all un-
recovered expenses and
many expressions of con-
cern have incited our
souls to thanks.
Please pray for ongo-
ing protection.

Y Eight plan to go
to Kenya soon.
Please pray for their
full funding, to be
fully ready, for favor
with the Kenyans, safety and

Y Please pray for Mike—
for a job and freedom
from drugs. Also
please pray for growth
for Rel and Alex, who
are in prison.

Y Pray for God to send
many to India with us
in October.

Y Thanks for praying for
opportunities. Jim
preached on March
21st at Mt. Paran and
teaches workshops
on failure :| at
Cedine, March 27-
28.

Y Thank you for pray-
ing for our website.

son, who is training for
youth ministry (while
working fulltime and
being Dad). Bob’s
website is wiegersfam-
ily.com Walt has in-
vested hundreds of
hours, gratis, creating
and maintaining our
website, while a donor.
Thank you, Walt! He'll
continue to produce
our e-Report and give
counsel.

Bob Wiegers is taking
over from Walt Robert-

from left: Raul, Walt, Becci, &

rotection, and for God’s anoint- .
P Michael Robertson

ing for ministry.



